COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

THE JOHN A. WILSON BUILDING
1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 102
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004

202.724.8028
ZACHARY PARKER COMMITTEE MEMBER
Ward 5 Councilmember Health
Chair, Committee on Youth Affairs Human Services

Transportation and the Environment

October 4, 2025

Nyasha Smith, Secretary

Council of the District of Columbia
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Secretary Smith,

Today I am introducing the Education Continuity for Students in the Care of D.C. Amendment
Act of 2025. Please find enclosed a signed copy of the legislation. This legislation is co-
introduced by Councilmembers Anita Bonds, Janeese Lewis-George, and Robert White, Jr., and
Brooke Pinto.

This legislation seeks to promote smooth transitions for students changing placement in and out
of the care of D.C. Many students in the care of District agencies now face serious interruptions
in education due to inappropriate educational placements or the loss of academic credit upon
transfer to external schools. The Committee on Youth Affairs has heard repeatedly from
incarcerated youth that these interruptions contribute to truancy and delayed graduation,
increasing the likelihood of justice involvement. The bill serves to remedy these issues and
empower students to graduate on time. It will task OSSE with developing guidance for all local
educational agencies (LEAs) to support students in the care of D.C. and for setting required
timelines for transitional planning.

This legislation is intended to work in unison with other transition services in the welfare system.
The Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services (DYRS) is currently in the process of
establishing a transition team that will utilize these standards and ensure continuous points of
contact for educational institutions. I expect the Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) and
other entities involved in child welfare to develop similar bodies.

This legislation:

e requires a transitioning student be enrolled in an appropriate educational placement
within 2 days after release or transfer;



requires the creation of a transition team and a transition plan for each student in the care
of DC at least 30 days prior to transfer;

requires that every school create a-point of-contact for all students in the care of DC.
requires OSSE to facilitate record transfer and information access for DYRS, DOC, or
CFSA for the purpose of educational continuity;

requires every student be given access to courses that fulfill that student’s graduation
requirements;

requires OSSE to publish a general course catalogue for all courses offered in its system;
requires every local education agency (LEA) create a uniform transcript evaluation
procedure;

requires every LEA to grant academic credit, including partial credit, for coursework
earned while a student in the care of D.C.;

requires every LEA to provide official copies of a student’s transcript within 14 days of a
student’s withdrawal,

requires every LEA to provide flexible graduation options and course waivers; and,
requires OSSE monitor—on-site and via desktop—all educational programs stated above.

This bill will help close chronic gaps in the evaluation and enrollment process for students. It

aims to motivate youth to continue their education and achieve lasting success in the classroom
and beyond. I look forward to working with colleagues to promote this dynamic legislation.

Please do not hesitate to contact my Committee Director, Thomas Franco, at

tfranco@dccouncil.gov or my Legislative Assistant, Allison Bailey, at abailey(@dccouncil.gov
with any questions or concerns.

Signed,

Zachary Parker

Councilmember, Ward 5

Chair, Committee on Youth Affairs
Council of the District of Columbia
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19 IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
20
21
22
23
24 To amend the Educational Services for Detained and Committed Youth Act of 2006 to ensure
25 educational continuity and smooth transitions to and from placement for Students in the
26 Care of the District; To amend The State Education Office Establishment Act of 2000 to
27 require the Office of the State Superintendent for Education to create a uniform course
28 catalogue, to require each local education agency implement flexible graduation waivers,
29 conduct a uniform transcript evaluation procedure, and award academic credit for classes
30 taken by students in the Care of the District; and to amend The Students in the Care of
31 D.C. Coordinating Committee Act of 2018 to require the Students in the Care of D.C.
32 Coordinating Committee regularly review and report on the success and impact of the
33 Education Continuity for Students in the Care of D.C. Amendment Act of 2025.
34
35 BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this

36  act may be cited as the “Education Continuity for Students in the Care of D.C. Amendment Act

37  0f2025.”
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Sec. 2. The Educational Services for Detained and Committed Youth Act of 2006,
effective March 2, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-192; D.C. Official Code § 38-3301 ef seq.), is amended as
follows:

(a) A new section 4031(a) is added to read as follows:

“Sec. 4031(a). Definitions.

“For the purpose of this subtitle, the term:

“(1) “Appropriate educational placement” means a learning environment that
supports the educational needs of a general education student or student with special needs to
enable them to make academic progress towards graduation and implement all aspects of a
student’s IEP, if applicable.

“(2) “Awaiting placement” means the status of a committed youth under the
supervision of DYRS who is waiting to be transferred to the placement DYRS decides is
appropriate.

“(3) “Certificate of Approval” or “COA” shall have the same meaning as
provided in section 101 of the Placement of Students with Disabilities in nonpublic Schools
Amendment Act of 2006, effective March 14, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-269; D.C. Official Code § 38-
2561.01(1A)).

“(4) “CFSA” means the Child and Family Services Agency established by
section 301a of the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect Act of 1977, effective April 4, 2001
(D.C. Law 13-1277; D.C. Official Code § 4-1303.01a).

“(5) “Change in placement” means a change in the location where a young
person committed to the Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services resides and receives the

recommended rehabilitation services.
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“(6) “DCPS” means the District of Columbia Public Schools established by
section 102 of the Public Education Reform Amendment Act of 2007, effective June 12, 2007
(D.C. Law 17-9; D.C. Official Code § 38-171) and, for the purposes of this Act, the local
education agency in the District of Columbia with responsibility for serving District of
Columbia youth committed to DYRS who are placed in RTCs, PRTFs, and out-of-state (OOS)
group homes.
“(7) “DOC” means the Department of Corrections.
“(8) “DYRS” means the Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services.
“(9) “FERPA” means the Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act of 1974,
approved August 21, 1974 (88 Stat. 571; 20 U.S.C. § 1232g et seq.);
“(10) “FAPE” means free appropriate public education or special education and
related services that:
(A) Have been provided at public expense, under public supervision and
direction, and without charge;
“(B) Meet the standards of the State Education Agency;
“(C) Include an appropriate preschool, elementary school, or secondary
school education; and
“(D) Are provided in conformity with the individualized education
program.
“(11) “Individualized education program” or “IEP” means a written plan that
specifies the special education programs and services to be provided to meet the unique
educational needs of a student with a disability, as required under section 614(d) of the IDEA [20

U.S.C.§ 1414(d)].
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“(12) “Section 504 Plan" means a written plan that specifies the accommodations
and services provided to a student pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
approved September 26, 1973 (87 Stat. 394; 29 U.S.C. § 794), and its implementing regulations.

“(13) “Local education agency” or “LEA” means an educational institution at the
local level that exists primarily to operate a publicly funded school or schools in the District of
Columbia, including the District of Columbia Public Schools and a District of Columbia public
charter school. For the purposes of this chapter, an LEA also includes a state public agency
responsible for providing FAPE.”

“(14) “OSSE” means the Office of the State Superintendent of Education
established by section 2 of the State Education Office Establishment Act of 2000 (D.C. Law 13-
176; D.C. Official Code § 38-2601).

“(15) “Public Charter School Board” or “PCSB” means the Public Charter School
Board as established by section 2214 of the District of Columbia School Reform Act of 1995,
approved April 26, 1996 (110 Stat. 1321; D.C. Official Code § 28-1802.14).

“(16) “State education agency” or “SEA” means the Office of the State
Superintendent of Education, or any successor agency that has primary responsibility for the
state-level supervisory functions for special education that are typically handled by a state
department of education or public instruction, a state board of education, a state education
commission, or a state education authority.

“(17) “Students in the care of D.C.” or “student in the care of D.C.” shall have the
same meaning as provided in section 2(5) of the Students in the Care of D.C. Coordinating
Committee Act of 2018, effective April 11, 2019 (D.C. Law 22-303; D.C. Official Code § 2-

1599.01(5)).
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“(18) “Students in the Care of D.C. Coordinating Committee” or “SCDC” means
the Students in the Care of D.C. Coordinating Committee established by section 3 of the
Students in the Care of D.C. Coordinating Committee Act of 2018, effective April 11, 2019
(D.C. Law 22-303; D.C. Official Code § 2-1599.02).

“(19) “Transfer grade report” means a report created by sending LEA that
includes progress in current classes, current grades and course standards.”.

(b) Section 4032 (D.C. Official Code § 38-3301) is amended to read as follows:

“Sec. 4032. Timely enrollment and transition planning.

“(a) A student returning from or transitioning into agency placements shall be enrolled in
an appropriate educational placement within 2 days after release or 2 days after transfer. In
instances where the LEA is unable to secure an appropriate placement for the student within the
timeframe set forth in this subsection despite making their best efforts, the receiving LEA shall
provide the student with interim educational services that comport with the student's IEP, if
applicable, and allows the student to continue to make academic progress towards graduation,
until such time as the student is transitioned to an appropriate educational placement.

“(b) A student who is awaiting placement must be enrolled in and attending an accredited
school.

“(c) The transition team for a student in the Care of D.C. shall meet to establish or update
a transition plan at least 30 days before the student’s change in placement or at least 7 days
before a Court appearance. If a student is in a placement for less than 30 days, the transition plan
shall be created within 7 days before a change in placement.

“(d) The student’s transition team shall include:
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“(1) The student if the transition plan being created or updated will be in effect at
any time after the student turns 14 years old;

“(2) A representative of the student’s current educational placement;

“(3) A representative of the student’s current LEA;

“(4) A representative of the student’s anticipated LEA, where known;

“(5) A representative of the student’s anticipated educational placement where the
placement is distinct from the LEA, where known;

“(6) The student’s parent or guardian or other person with educational decision-
making rights for the student; and

“(7) The student’s education attorney, defense attorney, social worker, and
guardian ad litem, as applicable.

“(e) The student’s transition plan shall:

“(1) Include a clear statement of the student’s appropriate educational placement;

“(2) Include the student’s enrollment date for the current placement, past and
present academic transcripts and most recent report card, course requirements of previous and
prospective anticipated educational placement, documentation of any other supportive activities
or services, and any diagnostic, summative, or college assessments as applicable, and graduation
requirements;

“(3) Include, for students with disabilities, a discussion of appropriate changes to
the IEP or 504 Plan, include a copy of the student’s current IEP or 504 Plan, including any prior

written notice and the location of service, if applicable;
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“(4) List the names and contact information of the persons responsible for
developing the student’s transition plan at the student’s current and anticipated educational
placement;

“(5) List the names and contact information of the persons with responsibility and
authority for prompt enrollment; and

“(6) Include, if the student is in need of a placement at a school that requires a
student interview or school visit prior to acceptance, a description of the efforts to complete the
interview process virtually or provide other necessary accommodations.

“(f) Within 7 days after the transition meeting, a copy of the student’s transition plan
shall be provided to the student and all members of the student’s transition team.

(c) New sections 4033 through 4035 are added to read as follows:

“Sec. 4033. School points-of-contact for students in the care of D.C.

“(a) Each LEA shall designate at least one employee to serve as the point-of-contact for
students in the care of D.C. attending the LEA who shall carry out the duties described in
subsection (c) of this section. For students in the care of CFSA, the LEA may designate as point-
of-contact the same employee who is designated as the foster care point-of-contact under as
established by section 2214 of the District of Columbia School Reform Act of 1995, approved
April 26, 1996 (110 Stat. 1321; D.C. Official Code § 28-1802.14).

“(b) Up-to-date name and contact information for the point-of-contact shall be published
on the LEA’s website.

“(c) The point-of-contact described in subsection (a) of this section shall be responsible

for:
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“(1) Ensuring that the student is immediately enrolled in the student’s new
placement even in the absence of records from the student’s previous placement that are
normally required for enrollment;

“(2) Ensuring that a student’s new educational placement is capable of providing
the student with all special education, related services, and accommodations with a direct path
towards graduation;

“(3) Communicating with the student’s last school attended to obtain relevant and
up to date academic and other records, including any necessary course descriptions, within 5
days after the student's enrollment in the student’s new educational placement;

“(4) Performing a transcript audit, calculating all partial and full credits towards
current graduation requirements, including transfer of credits earned by the student at any
previous school attended, within 7 days after receiving a transcript;

“(5) Providing a copy of the transcript evaluation to the student’s parent or legal
guardian, adult student, guardian ad litem, and education attorney, as applicable, within 1 day
after the completion of the evaluation; and

“(6) Working collaboratively with the prior placement to ensure that the student is
scheduled in courses that will enable the student to make academic progress towards a high
school diploma or IEP Certificate of Completion, as applicable.

“(g) For students transferring out of an LEA, the point-of-contact shall be responsible for
providing all student records to the new LEA within 7 days after the transfer.

“(h) OSSE shall develop training and guidance and make the materials available to
teachers, educational and agency staff with knowledge and skills necessary to respond to the

specific needs of students in the Care of D.C., where applicable”
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“Sec. 4034. Facilitating records transmission among agencies.

“OSSE shall:

“(a) Grant DYRS, DOC, and CFSA access to the following information for a student in
the care of D.C. for the purpose of enrolling a student in a new school:

“(1) The student’s name;

“(2) Date of birth;

“(3) Race and ethnicity;

“(4) Unique student identifiers;

“(5) Information on student’s previously attended LEA;

“(6) Previous home address;

“(7) Assessment data;

“(8) Enrollment data, both current and historical;

“(9) Last grade completed;

“(10) Advanced placement data;

“(11) College Board Test data;

“(12) ACCESS assessment results for students who have limited English
proficiency;

“(13) Special education records, including but not limited to assessment data, and
the student’s IEP (current and historical), [EP meeting notes or minutes, eligibility
determinations, related service records/logs, evaluations, as applicable; and

“(14) Section 504 records, including but not limited to assessment data, the
student’s 504 plan (current and historical), 504 plan meeting notes or minutes, eligibility

determinations, related service records/logs, evaluations, as applicable;
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“(15) Transcript, course enrollment prior to transfer, progress reports (or
equivalent term grade report).

“(b) Provide DYRS, DOC and CFSA with access to the District’s special education data
system in order to view the records of the students in their custody in accordance with District
and federal law.

“(c) Where DYRS or DOC is responsible for FAPE, provide the respective agency with
education and special education database access equivalent to access given to other LEAs in the
District.

“(d) Allow for dual enrollment of students in the care of D.C. in both the sending and
receiving school such that each placement can access information necessary to award credits in a
timely manner.

“Sec. 4035. Identifying an appropriate educational placement and ensuring enrollment in
appropriate coursework.

“(a) Upon a student’s enrollment in an LEA, a student shall be assigned coursework that
the student needs to complete to satisfy unfulfilled graduation requirements.

“(b) A student in the care of D.C. shall be provided access to any courses or programs
needed to fulfil the student’s graduation requirements, including community service
opportunities.

“(c) For those students in the care of D.C. who are entering from an educational
placement outside the District, OSSE shall pursue reciprocity agreements for the purposes of
securing access to necessary student records to complete the transfer.

Sec. 3. The State Education Office Establishment Act of 2000 (D.C. Law 13-176; D.C.

Official Code § 38-2601 et seq.) is amended by adding new sections 3b-3f to read as follows:
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“Sec. 3b. Creation of a Uniform Transcript Evaluation Procedure.

“(a) Beginning in school year 2026-2027, OSSE shall develop, publish, and regularly
update a general course catalogue and course equivalency table that groups course credits into
categories. LEAs shall determine whether courses completed outside of the District fulfill their
individual graduation requirements. The course catalogue shall include:

“(1) The name of every credit-bearing course approved to be offered to students at
any secondary school within the District of Columbia, regardless of whether the course is
presently offered;

“(2) A brief description of each course named,

“(3) A list of course requirements and pre-requisites; and

“(4) An indication of which promotion or graduation requirement(s) that each
course fulfills.

“(b) Beginning in school year 2026-2027, each LEA shall adopt and implement a uniform
procedure for evaluating the transcripts of students transferring into the LEA who have
completed coursework elsewhere. The evaluation procedure shall:

“(1) Be transparent and publicly available a central website managed by OSSE;

“(2) Be based upon the OSSE’s published course catalogue;

“(3) Ensure credits and partial credits completed outside the District are honored
and accepted by the prospective LEA;

“(4) Establish methods by which the LEA shall determine equivalent credits
within the LEA’s course catalogue for coursework completed elsewhere;

“(5) Establish guidelines by which an evaluator may grant quarter or semester

credits for coursework completed prior to a student’s transfer;
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“(6) Ensure proper course and program enrollment for students transferring into
the LEA.

“(c) The LEA shall provide a copy of the transcript evaluation to the placing agency, the
student, the student’s parent or legal guardian, and the guardian ad litem, as applicable, within 5
days after enrollment into a Residential Treatment Center, Psychiatric Residential Treatment
Facility, or any other out-of-state placement.

“(d) Each LEA shall develop and implement a process by which a student, the student’s
parent or legal guardian, or the student’s attorney may appeal a transcript evaluation.”

“Sec. 3c. Awarding of credits.

“(a) An LEA shall grant credit for academic coursework necessary for high school
graduation that were completed by a student in the care of D.C.

“(b) Students shall be placed in facilities with accredited schools where they can
complete the courses necessary for graduation with a high school diploma, certificate track or
GED, depending on the individual student’s completion plan.

“(c) An LEA shall provide official copies of a student’s transcript, report card and
transfer grade report within 7 days after withdrawal.

“(d) For students in the care of D.C. unable to complete an academic course and receive
full credit due to the student’s withdrawal or transfer from the school or LEA, a receiving school
or LEA shall accept partial credits that are stackable such that they accrue until complete credit
for a course is achieved; moreover, the receiving school or LEA shall provide an opportunity for

the completion of the course.

“(e) An LEA shall:

12



286

287

288

289

290

291

292

293

294

295

296

297

298

299

300

301

302

303

304

305

306

307

“(1) Accept partial credits and/or coursework completed granted by the student’s
previous school or LEA;

“(2) Apply any partial credits to the closest equivalent course and to any
graduation requirements fulfilled by that equivalent course as if the student has completed the
courses and earn a final grade and credit for courses in which they are enrolled after the start of a
grading period without term grades issued by their previous school or LEA.

“(3) If the student enrolls in a school or LEA without any credits from the sending
school or LEA, the receiving school or LEA shall afford the student the opportunity to complete
and earn a final grade and credit for courses in which they are enrolled after the start of a grading
period, which they began at their sending school or LEA, or allow for the student to complete a
diagnostic assessment to measure their content mastery to award credit.

“Sec. 3d. Flexible graduation options and course waivers.

“(a) Within 5 days after any change to a student’s schedule of courses, the student's
sending LEA shall approve the student’s new courses and, for high school students, identify
which outstanding graduation requirements each course will fulfill upon the student’s return.

“(b) An LEA responsible for a student placed in an out-of-state placement shall offer
options to complete D.C. graduation requirements not offered by the out-of-state placement.

“(c) OSSE shall establish a system by which LEAs, upon approval by OSSE, may waive
graduation requirements in situations where a student in the care of D.C. was placed outside of
D.C. and was thus unable to take a substantially similar course that would fulfill the relevant
requirement but instead satisfactorily completed a different course that would not otherwise

contribute to that student's D.C. graduation requirements.
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“(d) “OSSE shall reduce the community service requirement by the proportion of time a
student has been placed out-of-state between the commencement of high school and their
expected graduation date.”

“(e) OSSE shall establish a system by which LEAs may waive community service
requirements in situations where a student in the care of D.C. was not provided access to such
opportunities.

“(f) Should a waiver be denied by the LEA, the LEA shall provide, in writing, a
reasonable justification for the denial of the waiver within 7 days after the request for a waiver.
The LEA shall indicate an available alternative means of acquiring the graduation requirements
such that the student may graduate on time.

“Sec. 3e. Monitoring.

“(a) OSSE shall conduct desktop and on-site monitoring of educational programs
including local and out-of-state placements inclusive of COA and non-COA facilities where
students in the care of D.C. are placed a minimum of 2 times per school year for desktop and on-
site monitoring.

“(b) If the results of desktop and on-site monitoring require corrective actions be taken,
OSSE shall ensure the placement takes the steps outlined in the corrective action plan.

“(c) Where a placement fails to sufficiently comply with OSSE’s corrective action plan,
OSSE shall remove any students in the care of D.C. from the placement and prevent future
placements until such time as OSSE is satisfied with the placement’s performance of the
corrective action plan.

“(d) OSSE shall post the required corrective actions on their website within 30 days after

the determination that a corrective action is required.
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“(e) The results of all monitoring activities and all corrective action plans in a given
school year shall be made publicly available annually on OSSE’s website in the same manner in
which OSSE publishes other data and reports.”.

“Sec. 3f. Rulemaking authority.

“No later than 120 days after the applicability date of this act, OSSE shall promulgate
rules to implement the provisions of this act.”.

Sec. 4. Section 7 of The Students in the Care of D.C. Coordinating Committee Act of
2018, effective April 11, 2019 (D.C. Official Code 2-1599.06), is amended as follows:

(a) Sub-subsection (c)(1) is amended to read as follows:

“(1) The Students in the Care of D.C. Coordinating Committee shall report:

“(A) Within 24 months following the applicability date of this act, and on an
annual basis thereafter, on the status and progress of each member agency on fulfilling the goal
in subsection (a) of this section and the strategic plan referenced in subsection (d) of this section;
and

“(B)Within 24 months following the applicability date of the Education
Continuity for Students in the Care of D.C. Amendment Act of 2025, and annually thereafter, on
the implementation and impact of the Education Continuity for Students in the Care of D.C.
Amendment Act of 2025. The report shall include the results of a random case file review at least
once every school year. The Students in the Care of D.C. Coordinating Committee shall
determine the process for student monitoring and the selection of case files for randomized
review.

(b) Sub-subsection (c)(2) is amended to read as follows:

15
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“(2) The Coordinating Committee shall make publicly available and transmit the reports
in subsection (c)(1) of this section to the Mayor and the Council.”.

Sec. 5. Fiscal impact statement.

The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal
impact statement required by section 4a of the General Legislative Procedures Act of 1975,
approved October 16, 2006 (120 Stat. 2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a).

Sec. 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the
Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of congressional review as
provided in section 602(c)(1) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December
24,1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(1)), and publication in the District of

Columbia Register.
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